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WE STAND READY …
Mohammed Al- Hussaini
The Executive Consultant

The exhibition business is a global-player industry which 
contribute substantially in building global networks, playing as 
well a crucial role  in promoting investment potential and opening 
up new markets for investment, export and trade. The exhibition 
spin-offs value all segments of all economic sectors by carrying 
well-established exhibition themes over to growth markets and 
opening-up excellent international business opportunities. This is 
over and above providing second-to-none opportunities for staging 
brands, making face-to-face contacts with customers, addressing 
the trade audience worldwide and for direct benchmarking. 

The global turnover of the exhibition business is estimated to 
total EUR 49 billion annually. Every year 31,000 exhibitions are 
organized throughout the World, where 4.4 million exhibiting 
companies present their products and innovations to approximately 
260 million visitors. 

The global recovery scenario from Covid19- is optimistic, 
especially with the announcement of vaccine. Good to know, trade 
shows and exhibitions are not unorganized mass gatherings. They 
are very well-organized events, as recognized by the WHO and 
Governments. 

With the significant measures taken magnificently by the 
Kingdom’s authorities to flatten the Coronavirus curve, we are 
confident that meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions 
business will progressively go back to normal very soon in Saudi 
Arabia. We stand ready to offer the business communities and 
companies again, with premium and safe shows, for the benefit of 
all economic sectors.

We are confident, as most of the factors that affected the 
exhibition industry are gradually disappearing. In addition, we 
have built our internal capacity in health crisis management and 
resilience. Protective measures are becoming way of life and 
travel restrictions are progressively alleviated. We anticipated 
the challenges to come by upskilling our team to face critical 
requirements from exhibitors and visitors, health and hygiene 
standards, safety protocols, tracking and tracing tools, visitors flow 
management, just to mention few. 
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The Saudi Exhibition and  Conference 
Association – SECA held an important 
workshop session on December 6th, 
2020, at the Riyadh International 
Convention and Exhibition Center. 

Joining the global advocacy to reopen 
onsite exhibitions and conferences, 
evaluating as well, the hitches faced 
by the events’ industry worldwide in 
general and Saudi Arabia in particular, 
SECA members have expressed the 

necessity to authorize onsite shows, 
to continue participating in promoting 
appropriate business platforms to 
all economic sectors and gathering 
investors to discuss, interact, deal and 
anticipate future innovations. 

Congratulating the Saudi Health 
authorities for the perfect control 
of the COVID19- pandemic, SECA 
members have discussed during this 
important meeting, specific initiatives 

addressing up-to-date safety and 
health challenges in up-coming events, 
as they believe the Kingdom can be the 
safest destination to host international 
exhibitions and conferences.

As a mention, SECA is a professional 
association created in 2017, to 
strengthen the performances of the 
Saudi exhibition and conference 
industry.    

SECA
SECA

SECA ADVOCACY  
NEWS IN PRIEF
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On December 7th, 2020, a preliminary 
preparatory meeting took place at 
the head office of the Saudi High 
Commission for Industrial Security 
(HCIS) – Ministry of Interior, regarding 
the organization of the second edition 
of the Saudi international Energy Fire 
Safety Conference, EFSAC 2021.

This important meeting was attended by 
HCIS high-ranked officials, REC delegation 
headed by its Executive Consultant 
Mr. Mohammed Al-Hussaini. Also 
attended, Mr. Ghazi Ali bin Ghazi, CEO of 
the scientific partner of the Conference, 
International Summit Group.

During this important working session, 
a technical presentation was made 
focusing the planned innovations to 
avoid monotony and strengthen the 
international profile of the Conference. 
It was followed by pragmatic discussions 
on how to deliver the premium Energy 
Fire Safety International Conference 
registering world-class speakers to 
debate on critical issues related to fire 
disasters in Oil, Gas, Petrochemical, 
Civil nuclear and Electricity sectors.  

EFSAC

Official Support

The Ministry of Interior

الهـيـئــــــة العـلـيـــــا لألمــــــــن الصـنــــــاعي
higher commission for industrial security
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Saudi Agriculture, an established 
exhibition showcasing leading technological 
advancements, innovative products, 
and machinery alongside solutions 
for best practice in this sector is set 
to take place in Riyadh from 18 till 
21 October 2021 in its 39th edition. 
Under the patronage of the Ministry 
of Environment, Water and Agriculture, 
our event demonstrates the Kingdom’s 
dedication to the industry with an 
aim to push boundaries, within the 
parameters of international compliance 
regulations, and join global leaders in 
advancing the agricultural land and 
seascape of the future. Preparations 

for the show continues and several 
meetings has been held and to be held 
soon with the Ministry of Environment, 
Water and Agriculture to align our 
strategies and collaborate our efforts 
to ensure that this show will be the 
leading platform for international and 
local expertise to meet, providing 
several investment opportunities which 
will enhance the agricultural sector in 
the Kingdom and help achieving the 
goals of Vision 2030. 

SAUDI AGRICULTURE provides 
a trusted platform for technology 
pathfinders from around the world 

to spearhead new approaches to 
the industry providing investment 
opportunities, products, and solutions 
for our attendees. Other areas of 
the exhibition focus on agricultural 
innovation, farming, bee hiving, 
livestock and sustainable green 
houses. Together we can revolutionize 
the future of farming and continue, 
with nearly 40 years of experience 
as a respected event, certifying the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a major 
player in the Agricultural sector.

INNOVATION FOR A BOUNTIFUL FUTURE  
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Debets Schalke, REC customer which 
has attended several editions of 
the Saudi International Agriculture, 
recently signed a new deal with Dava 
corporation, for the expansion of 
Dava’s greenhouse complexes in the 
Eastern region. Dava corporation 
already entered into a partnership 
with Debets Schalke for a 44 hectares 
greenhouse complex in 2019. Together 
with the 36 hectares expansion it will 
own 80 hectares of glass acreage. 
The deal is part of the Vision 2030 
that contributes to sustainable 
developments in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. 

The Dava project, which will cover 
more than 80 hectares, is spread over 5 
high technology greenhouse projects. 
At this moment the construction is 
in full swing. The first greenhouse 
project is almost completed and the 
second greenhouse project is at an 
advanced stage. Debets Schalke has 
started the engineering and delivering 
of the greenhouse materials for the 
other 3 greenhouse projects at the 
different locations in the Eastern 
region. Groundwork is completed  at 
these projects. “Plans for the massive 
expansion were already on the table 
before the COVID-19 outbreak. 
The global outbreak underlined the 
importance of food independence and 
food safety. Of course, the COVID-19 
outbreak meant we also had to 
be inventive in order to remotely 
supervise the greenhouse project 
with an eye for detail. Working 
remotely requires extra attention to all 
parts of the greenhouse project. We 
also faced logistic challenges, but 

despite everything we managed to get 
everything to the different locations on 
time”, says Wim van Weele, sales export 
manager at Debets Schalke. “We are 
responsible for the entire greenhouse 
complex; from engineering to final 
commissioning. After the realization the 
Dutch Venlo greenhouses contribute to 
facilitating the hydroponic cultivation 
of cucumbers, tomatoes and peppers 
in every possible way. I am proud that 
we can contribute to Vision 2030 and 
food independence with these large-
scale turn-key greenhouse projects”, 
says Wim.

Mr. Faisal Al Batal, owner of Dava 
Cooperation, says, “This is an exciting 
time for Dava. Our rapid growth has 
presented real challenges like the 
construction of the 5 greenhouse 
projects at once and the numerous 
people that we are currently recruiting 
for all aspects of our agricultural 
business. The proposed expansion 
of our greenhouse complexes are a 
necessary part of ensuring for the 
longer term that we can continue to 
prosper and create 
high quality jobs in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
just as vision 2030 obliges 
us to do.” 
 
“Growing conditions 
in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia 
are difficult. 

The climate is dry and warm, but 
with the realization of the 80 hectare 
greenhouse complexes we have the 
strength to meet the local demand 
for quality vegetables and create jobs. 
Dutch knowledge is mainly used in 
the development and realization of 
these cultivation complexes. We are 
undergoing an essential shift to a 
technology-assisted agricultural model 
to meet the consumers demand for 
affordable, premium-quality food, 
“adds Mr. Faisal Al Batal.

Debets Schalke is a company that 
is dedicated to the worldwide 
sale of greenhouse projects and 
technical installations. Since it 
was founded in 1985, Debets 
Schalke has skillfully and 
carefully implemented over a 
thousand subprojects and 
turnkey projects all over 
the world.

DEBETS SCHALKE 
SIGNED A DEAL WITH DAVA CORPORATION
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Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Péter Szijjártó visited the 
Kingdom last October. 

On October 21st, 
H.E. Péter Szijjártó signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the Saudi Minister 
of Environment, Water and Agriculture, 
H.E. Abdul Rahman Al-Fadhl, as Saudi 
Arabia. As part of the agreement, both 
sides are expected to develop and 
implement integrated strategies for 
water management and conservation, 
utilization of water resources, as well as 
efforts to mitigate the effects of climate 

change. Hungary will be supporting 
the Kingdom the strategy to improve 
cooperation in irrigation efficiency and 
reduce the effects of floods and manage 
their risks, in addition to developing 
sustainable measures to prevent and 
predict the erosion of valley banks.

The two sides agreed to move forward 
toward improving the energy efficiency 
of the water supply, improving the 
chemicals used, supporting technical 
innovation in this field between the 
two sides, and working as well to 
reduce non-income water and finding 

an appropriate mechanism for how to 
benefit from the reuse of wastewater. 
The cooperation will be strengthened 
between institutions of the two 
countries conducting education and 
research activities in the field of water 
management.

The Hungarian Minister also signed 
with the Saudi Minister of Transport, 
H.E. Eng. Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser, 
the cooperation agreement in the field 
of Air transport services between Saudi 
Arabia and Hungary. The agreement 
includes a number of regulatory 
provisions aiming at improving effective 
cooperation between the two sides. 

At end of the diplomatic audience 
granted to him by the Saudi Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, His Highness Faisal 
bin Farhan Al Saud, the Hungarian 
Minister of Foreign affairs and 
Trade came to the conclusion that 
the New Saudi Economic Strategy 
Offers enormous opportunities for 
Hungarian Companies, in areas where 
they traditionally perform well. “The 
Hungarian government works to create 
opportunities for as many Hungarian 
companies as possible on the Saudi 
market”, Szijjártó said.

SAUDI ARABIA AND HUNGARY 
STRENGTHEN THEIR ECONOMIC TIES

Minister Szijjártó also met with other 
key Saudi personalities, H.E. Majid bin 
Abdullah Al Qasabi, the Trade Minister 
and H.E. Eng. Khalid A. Al-Falih – Minister 
of Investment. 

With the finalization of the investment 
protection agreement, taking into 
consideration the 700 million dollars 
credit line opened by Hungarian 
EXIMBANK for Hungarian companies 
in the Saudi Arabia and Middle East, 
the local exhibition and conference 
industry expects a significant 
participation of Hungarian companies 
in coming shows, in the Kingdom. 
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In 1932, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
lacked modern transportation facilities 
and ports. Today, the Kingdom has 
developed its transportation networks 
and advanced roads, airports, marines, 
railways and public transportation and 
logistics infrastructure.  According 
to InvestSaudi sources, Saudi Arabia 
invested USD 90 billion (SAR 337.5 
billion) in road and railway development 
in this decade. 
The Kingdom has a modern transportation 
network of public transport, roads, 
marine, air, and railroads, including 
21 large, modern ports. The Saudi 
bus network provides affordable 
transport both within and between 
the Kingdom›s cities, consisting of 
over 2,000 buses carrying more than 3 
million passengers annually within large 

urban centres such as Riyadh, Jeddah, 
Dammam, Madinah, and Makkah. 
The rail network carries annually two 
million tons of goods and half a million 
passengers (InvestSaud)
The transportation sector in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has witnessed 
remarkable progress in the past few 
years in line with Vision 2030. One of 
the most critical achievements lies in 
the Haramain high-speed train project. 
The project was built using the latest 
technology through a double electric 
line, linking Makkah with Madinah via 
Jeddah and King Abdullah Economic 
City in Rabigh. The total length is 450 
km (Saudi projects).

Riyadh Metro is another example, one 
of the largest construction projects 

taking place in Saudi Arabia with an 
investment of USD 23 billion (SAR 
86.3 billion) and consisting of a 22-
line network covering 1,200 km across 
6,765 stations in the city with a bus 
network to facilitate the commuting 
to and from the stations. The rapid 
transit system is equipped with double 
glazed, darkened side windows, 
circulating air blowers in the doors, 
and air conditioning in addition to free 
Wi-Fi and complete wheelchair access. 
Bus engines are powered by Euro 5 
emissions standards with 290HP or 
213kW outputs. The system will tightly 
integrate with Riyadh Metro enabling 
citizens to travel quickly, cheaply, and 
safely across the city (Saudi projects).
On a regional basis GCC member states 
are aiming to transport passengers, 

SAUDI TRANSPORT SECTOR 
MARKET SYNOPSIS
BY SUMEERA IQBAL & HATOUN ABDULLAH ALSHAFI 
8 DEC 2020A
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goods, and to facilitate commercial 
movement between the GCC states, 
the member states are extensively 
investing and playing a key role in the 
integration of projects between the 
countries. Namely, the Gulf Railway 
project, this project is a unified railway 
system that will connect the Gulf 
region by 2025. 
Innovations in the sector

Globally, the transportation industry 
is seeing rapid growth, accelerating 
innovation in the sector. According 
to the International Union of 
Railways (UIC), in 2010 the number 
of rail passengers increased by 3.5% 
worldwide. Along with the increase 
in high-speed rail (HSR), we need to 
rethink how stations need to operate 
and function in the future. 
Google Wallet is one of the most 
efficient technologies, as the ‹tap 
and pay› transactions can be made 
using near field communication 
(NFC) allowing fast wireless data 
transmission between the device and 
the ticket windows. Touch & Travel 
is a contactless interface technology 
that has a transfer rate of 424kbit/s at 
a frequency of 13.56MHz and has a 
range of up to 10cm where passengers 
can check-in and check out via their 
phone and receive a billing statement 
at the end of the month.

Along with new paying innovations, 
other parking ticketing systems are 
required to facilitate paying for a spot 
and for it to be used in public parking 
areas. The parking lot would require a 
fee to be used by any person, mostly 
charged by the hour. These systems are 
used for the purpose of traffic control 
and parking management in the area. 
It also contributes to data analysis of 
the area›s traffic by identifying the 
busiest hours and helps in monitoring 
and controlling it. The machines are 
easy to use for the end-user when 
the ticket is issued, the user has to 
pay for the parking lot to avoid trailing 
the car. Another remarkable example 
is «Autolib»; a program that started in 
2011 with an initial fleet of 250 eco-
friendly electric ‹Bluecars›. In 2015, 
more than 3,000 cars were operating 
on the streets of Paris and within 
the whole region replacing 40,000 
vehicles. Currently, there are around 
860 Autolib stations where users can 
subscribe, pick up or drop off the cars. 
Additionally, there are 4,400 parking 
spaces and charging points reserved 
exclusively for «Bluecars». Electric car-
sharing services significantly contribute 
to the preservation of the environment 
(Autolib)

In line with the increasing innovation 
globally, the Kingdom has invested 
vastly in technology to facilitate the 
growth of the sector. The Bike-share 
concept focuses on smart and green 
technology that has the potential 
to be incorporated in Saudi Arabia›s 
development plans and strategies. 
Using bikes as a mode of transportation 
will improve air quality, the urban 

environment and will offer health 
benefits, thus making it a sustainable 
method of transport. An American 
transportation technology company 

Virgin Hyperloop is gearing up to bring 
the «future of transit» to Saudi Arabia 
via a partnership agreement with the 
Kingdom›s Ministry of Transport. The 
system would also allow for safer 
social distancing, thanks to the small 
group sizes, lack of frequent stops, and 
adaptive artificial intelligence, which 
would allow for additional pods to be 
added, as necessary (Virgin Hyperloop).
Under the initiative, Riyadh would 
become a transportation hub 
connecting cities such as Jeddah, and 
the UAE capital Abu Dhabi, with Virgin 
Hyperloop pods capable of carrying 
groups of 25 passengers comfortably 
at speeds of 1,000 km per hour.
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Despite the fast growth the sector 
experienced, it faced a significant 
challenge by the beginning of 2020 
that is COVID-19. 

The impact of COVID-19 was first 
felt in China due to the role it plays 
in global manufacturing. Disruptions 
to manufacturing in China rippled 
through global supply chains. Cargo 
was backlogged at China›s major 
container ports, travel restrictions led 
to a shortage of truck drivers to pick 
up containers, and ocean carriers 
cancelled (or blanked) sailings. The 
resulting in a shortage of components 
from China impacted manufacturing 
operations overseas. Major industries 
around the world were affected. 
The pandemic then spread to the rest 
of the world, leading to lockdowns, 
and moving the freight capacity in 

ocean freight. Agility Logistics reported 
considerable constraints to ocean 
freight around the world, affecting 
both key exporters, like Brazil, China, 

India, and Mexico, as well as importers 
like the European Union.
Meanwhile, land transport generally 
remained partially available globally 
as roads have remained in operation, 
except in countries under severe 
lockdowns. While for air transportation, 
as shippers and governments turn to 
air cargo for essential goods, air freight 
rates have increased. Some carriers 
are seeing delays with increased 
congestion at airports.
In conclusion, Saudi Arabia has taken 
necessary measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 and minimise its 
impact on the transportation sector 
in a time of crisis and change. The 
Interior Ministry warned bus and taxi 
operators to obey suspension orders, 
else suffer penalties. Buses belonging 
to government agencies, public or 
private health facilities, and commercial 
establishments transporting their 
employees, or those used for health, 
humanitarian or security purposes 
have been granted immunity against 
the travel ban. As an extra, the Saudi 
Center for Disease Prevention and 
Control announced several preventive 
measures for public transportation to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 in a 
taxi and public transit for both drivers 
and costumers.
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HARJ DHALIWAL 
MANAGING DIRECTOR, MIDDLE 
EAST & INDIA - Virgin Hyperloop 
Group

Harj Dhaliwal oversees all activity and 
projects for Virgin Hyperloop in the 
Middle East and India. With over 35 
years of civil engineering experience, he 
has a proven track record for managing 
mega rail and infrastructure projects 
in complex challenging environments 
around the world.

Prior to Virgin Hyperloop, Harj was the 
Senior Vice President for International 
Rail and Transit Systems Business at 
President Corporation where he and 
was responsible for managing his 
business sector across Europe and 
the Middle East with over 450 staff 
deployed across some of the largest 
and complex rail and metro projects 
in the world. Prior to joining Parsons 
in 2012, Harj led the development 
of several multi-billion-dollar rail and 

transit programs in the UK and Ireland.

He began his career as a contractor, 
moved into consulting and has held 
senior management roles in global 
client and consulting organizations. 
Harj has spent the last 25 years 
in the development, delivery, and 
management of heavy rail, light rail, 
and metro projects including PPP, PFI 
and D&B projects across Europe and 
the Middle East. Notably, he was the 
Programme Director for the delivery 
and operation of the first national 
heavy-haul railway in the UAE - Etihad 
Rail.

Harj is a Chartered Civil Engineer, 
member of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Member of the UK 
Engineering Council, and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering 
from Nottingham Trent University, UK. 
Harj is based in Virgin Hyperloop’s 
Dubai office.

Q1: I am sure on a professional note 
the readers want to ask you how did 
you find the jump from Parson Senior 
Vice President to regional leader of 
a major transport transformation at 
Virgin Hyperloop Group?

I spent my whole career in transport 
working for large corporations and 
hyperloop represented a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to do something 
really radical; working on a technology 
that has the potential to change our 
world. Importantly, I felt that I could 
add value and use my experience, skills 
and knowledge to assist in the success 
of the company. Ultimately, it was my 
children who thought this was a really 
cool thing to do!

Q2: At what stage are we in the proof 
of the technology that will allow 
passengers to travel levitated within a 
tube travelling at speeds equivalent to 
civil aviation.

We actually just had the first passengers 
in the world ride the hyperloop! In 
this historic ride we demonstrated 
our safety processes and had them 
validated by an independent third 
party. We still have a long way to go 
but the initial proof of concept has 
been achieved.

Q3: With all change it provokes 
a plethora of questions and new 
imaginations. With just one thought 
here what can the passenger customer 
travel experience be like? If you were 
to offer this answer in a precis manner 
how would you answer?

Our vision is to provide a fast and 
effortless experience. With hyperloop, 
passengers will be able to book and 
board in minutes. Pods will be routed 
directly, with no intermediate stops. 
No crowding in the middle of a 
concourse, no lining up at a gate, and 
no stopping until you have arrived at 
your destination.

INTERVIEW   THE GUEST : HARJ DHALIWAL
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And because our system is demand-
responsive, flexing with the flow of 
people requesting rides, passengers 
don’t need to stress out about “missing” 
a departure. In an increasingly hectic 
world, we are seeking to make every 
element of the journey a smoother, 
improved version of what it is today.

When a passenger is ready to embark, 
they can follow directions from their 
personal device – confirmed by clear 
signage throughout the portal – to a 
designated podbay. Behind the scenes, 
as each pod decelerates through the 
tube and enters the portal, it navigates 
to an individual podbay. There it 
waits to welcome and transport 
customers all traveling directly to the 
same destination. Multiple podbays 
off one mainline eliminate loading 
bottlenecks and still allow passengers 
to board within a  reasonable window, 
while sending pods within seconds. 
Although the pod itself never leaves 
the vacuum environment, passengers 
board through an airdock which 
provides a protected walkway into the 
pod at atmospheric pressure. From the 
passenger’s perspective, it will be no 
different than walking through doors 
on an elevator.

Q4: How has the involvement of 
DP World effected the work of 
Hyperloop?

DP World and its Chairman HE Sultan 
Bin Sulayem are visionary and even in 
a time of crisis, understand how the 
world is changing in the way it does 
business. Logistics of the future will 
be demand responsive, sustainable, 
affordable and efficient. We live in a on 
demand world and our appetite for on 
demand deliveries requires new radical 
and innovative thinking. Working with 

DP World, we are revolutionizing 
logistics with a new sustainable 
hyperloop-enabled cargo system.

Q5: Regulation & Standards are all 
breaking new ground with your work, 
what has been the greatest challenge 
to this process?

As a new mode which transcends 
the plane, train, and car category, we 
don’t fit cleanly into the regulatory 
guidelines of any existing modes. We 
have to demonstrate our safety case to 
regulators and are committed to work 
with them to develop a new regulatory 
framework. We are encouraged by 
the progress we have been making. 
After years of testing and developing 
hyperloop technology at our full-
scale test site in Nevada, we recently 
unveiled that West Virginia will be 
home to the Hyperloop
Certification Center (HCC) in North 
America. This announcement builds off 
of significant progress in the US, the 
EU, and India on the regulatory front.

Q5: What stage are you at with the 
Hyperloop and Saudi Arabia? Where 
will the facility be located in Saudi 
Arabia?

Together with the Ministry of Transport 
and TGA in KSA, we recently completed 
a detailed technical and financial study 
of hyperloop technology on a pilot 
route and a KSA national network 
evaluating how a hyperloop for 
passengers and cargo would create 

benefits and opportunities in research, 
create jobs in high tech manufacturing 
and position the Kingdom as a leader 
in advanced transport technology. The 
study builds on the work undertaken 
last year with King Abdulla Economic 
City (KAEC) to build the world’s first 
high speed test and certification 
hyperloop track alongside a research 
and development center and a 
hyperloop component manufacturing 
facility i.e. the Virgin Hyperloop Center 
of Excellence (CoE). Our study on the 
CoE found that if approved, it would 
create more than 124,000 high-tech 
local jobs, supporting the technology 
sector and driving approximately
$4 billion in GDP growth by 2030.

In regard to location, we’re looking at 
several options and working together 
with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
determine the best fit.

Q6: What timeline would you 
estimate for Saudi to see its first 
route inauguration?

Our goal is to have the system certified 
by 2025 and based on our timelines we 
expect to launch commercial passenger 
operations by the late 2020s.

Q7: What are the roles of the Saudi 
partners currently with Hyperloop? 
King Abdullah University of Science & 
Technology, MISK, etc..

We’re are working with several Saudi 
organisations ranging from transport, 
academic, manufacturing and more. 
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Our latest partnerships include the 
Ministry of Transport and Transport 
General Authority.

Q8: How will the topography & 
Geography of Saudi shape the final 
solution?

Hyperloop can be tunnelled, be at 
grade, or elevated above ground. 
Our alignment parameters for both 
horizontal and vertical gradients 
provider a wider scope to cater 
for changes in gradient and terrain 
compared to high speed rail. In terms 
of land, we are designing a system that 
requires significantly less land for the 
right-of-way compared to high-speed 
rail and can fit much easily within 
existing transport corridors.
We have also estimated that, in the sun-
abundant Kingdom, hyperloop could 
move close to 45 million passengers 
per year in the region using advanced 
photo-voltaic solar panels wrapped 
around the tubes.

Portals (stations) will be purposely 
integrated into and support existing 
communities and landscapes. Low 
noise levels will expand opportunities 
to build hyperloops closer to the city 
center.

Q9: Has any aspect of the global 
reaction to COVID changed any of the 
Hyperloops design or development?

Hyperloop is highly resilient and 
adaptable. In this way, much of our 
design would operate smoothly in a 
COVID environment. For example, 
because the system is autonomous 
and on demand, we could, using digital 
technology to automatically space 
out passengers by reducing people 
entering a vehicle and then increase 
the frequency of the pods so we 
maintain capacity. As a new mode, we 
can really start from scratch and figure 
out the best way forward.

Q10: What are the principle financial 
benefits to making this paradigm shift 
in rail travel?

With low energy consumption, ability 
to allow businesses to develop and 
capture wider markets, increase the 
talent pool and dramatically improve 
the environment, the socio economic 
benefits and reduction in cost to the 
economy from congestion cumulatively 
speak for themselves and make the 
financial case. Fundamentally we now 
have technologies to deploy that were 
not available even 5 years ago. Advances 
in the efficiency and effectiveness of 

autonomous engineering, machine 
learning, Ai, robotics is progressing at 
pace and coming together to allow us 
to build new mode from the ground 
up and optimizing for the real world at 
an advantage over and above legacy 
modes of transport.

Q11: Richard Branson is a minority 
shareholder; he is also known for his 
support of innovative technology 
and stretching the achievements 
in his business world. How has 
his involvement been felt by the 
leadership team?

The Virgin Group is an industry leader 
across rail, aviation, ships, and even 
spacecrafts and had proven time 
and time again that it can deliver 
high-quality experiences that delight 
people. We are building the same at 
Virgin Hyperloop. We have benefited 
immensely from Richard’s enthusiasm 
and commitment to developing and 
building out this technology.

Q12: Where in the world will 
Hyperloop launch first?

What we’ve learned over these past 
few months is that none of us has a 
crystal ball. However, the excitement 
we are seeing around the world is very 
promising and telling about the demand 
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for this new kind of travel. Right now, 
it’s anyone’s game but we see a huge 
potential for the Middle East as a first 
mover.

Q13: What technological spin offs will 
be inspired or made more possible 
with the realization of the Hyperloop.

We’re really charting new paths when 
it comes to AI that I can see being 
applicable across a range of industries.

 On the operations side, pod movement 
and the logistics process are fully 
automated. Machine learning is utilized 
to create relationships and insights into 
how the system is performing, discover 
new ways to optimize efficiency, and fix 
issues before they become problems 
using these predictive analytics.
Beyond ensuring safety and high-
quality service, this data can be used 
to foster interoperability with other 
transportation modes.

In the design phase, we use AI for 
transportation infrastructure planning 
& optimization to determine the best 
route based on thousands of variables

Q14: How would you respond to the 
doubters of Hyperloop’s work when 
forging ahead both prominently and 
internationally?

Hyperloop is here. It’s up to you 
whether or not you want to hop on 
board.

Q15: As a leader in the transport 
sectors massive leap forward are there 
other innovations are you seeing on 
the horizon that we look forward to?

We have been seeing automation and 
electrification on the horizon for a 
while, both of which are incorporated 
into the hyperloop. The real key will be 
the integration across various modes 
for a seamless experience.

Q16: Finally, now that a human trial 
has happened on the test track what 
is the next Hyperloop milestone we 
look forward to?

Stay tuned!

ANDREW LIPPETT
GENERAL MANAGER 
MAXWELL STAMP KSA

Andrew has spent 30 years in 
deployment of infrastructure around 
the globe (starting in Saudi Arabia 
25 years ago) within Operations 

& Technical Senior Management 
roles. He has rolled out constructed 
networks in emerging and mature 
markets, offering business & 
programme leadership with 
specific Director/C level skills in 
large international business with 
budgets up to US$1.8Billion. He 
has a balanced, and entrepreneurial 
approach, with an excellent track 
record leading international business. 

As a certified PPP management 
executive and digital transformation 
practitioner, Andrew now heads the 
Economic & Business Consultancy 
Maxwell Stamp KSA and is 
connecting ROI for clients associated 
with the modern Hyper-Connected 
community.   

THE INTERVIEW OF THE GUEST WAS CONDUCTED 
ON BEHALF OF REC NEWSLETTER BY
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APPROVED INTERNATIONAL EVENT

The 18th International Plastics and 
Petrochemicals Trade Exhibitions

21–24
FEBRUARY 2022

Progressing Towards 
A Sustainable and 
Powered Future

Riyadh International Convention & Exhibition Centre
Riyadh - Saudi Arabia

Held Concurrently:

The 18th International Trade Exhibition for 
Printing & Packaging Technologies

www.recexpo.com920024020
Organized by:

SAVE THE DATE
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Mr. Anbu Varathan, the newly 
appointed UFI President formally took 
up office as the baton was passed to 
him by outgoing president, Mary Larkin 
at the 87th UFI Global Congress closing 
ceremony, November 18th, 2020.

Mr. Varathan is a metallurgical engineer 
from the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore with a work experience of 
around 30 years. He worked previously 
with the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) heading various key 
areas of Technology/IPR activities. The 
new UFI President is Director General 
& CEO of the Indian Machine Tool 
Manufacturers’ Association (IMTMA), 
organizer of the IMTEX exhibition 
which is classified among the largest 
machine tool industry exhibitions in the 
world. He is also the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Bangalore International 
Exhibition Centre (BIEC).

Mr. Varathan has been active in 
UFI for many years, supporting the 
association’s mission and driving 
developments especially in Asia. He 
has been serving on the UFI Board of 
Directors since 2011 and was further 
appointed onto the UFI Executive 
Committee in 2017. He will be the first 
UFI president from India, in the history 
of the association.

As UFI’s incoming President, Anbu 
Varathan will work closely with the 
incumbent President and outgoing 
President to make up the presidential 
trio, managing UFI at the highest level, 
and helping UFI pursues its global 
mission to connect, support, and 
promote the exhibition industry around 
the world.

In his acceptance speech Mr. Varathan 
admitted that he was extremely happy 
to assume the presidency of UFI. “It 
is a daunting task, he said, but also an 
opportunity for me to enable the Indian 
exhibition industry to be vibrant and 
stronger and get its due recognition at 
the global level.” 

Official UFI statement said Anbu’s 
elevation as UFI president “provides 
significant opportunities for third world 
countries to uplift their exhibition 
industries and narrow the gaps with 
industries in developed nations. As 
governments create a well-structured 
exhibition industry ecosystem, trade 
and economy in these countries will 
flourish”.
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As we reach the end of 2020 and enter a New Year with 
renewed hopes and vigours, I am beginning my journey as 
the President of UFI, the global association of exhibition 
industry. I look forward to 2021 as a hallmark year for 
UFI and tap the opportunities that we can avail and move 
ahead.

Year 2020 has been an unprecedented one for businesses 
worldwide as COVID-19 forced us to realign our goals. 
There’s a glimmer of hope with the progress made in 
developing vaccines. Encouragingly, exhibition industry 
stakeholders, have chartered out ways to continue their 
journey amidst the challenges and are making steady 
progress.

Friends, four areas that I am passionate about as we 
tackle the challenges presented before us are Resilience, 
Leadership, Technology, and Community. These four focus 
areas aren’t of recent origin, some are ongoing and some 
are planned for the long-term.  These will set the broad 
directions for several of UFI’s initiatives over the next one 
year.

Resilience has been an inherent characteristic of our 
exhibition industry, the UFI Digital Congress 2020 rightly 
focused on it and it doesn’t end there, we shall remain 
resilient and our industries shall remain resilient – for 
an effective revival. Countries across the world led by 
their respective heads have been pushing hard with 
unprecedented measures and stimulus packages to revive 
exhibition industries in their own regions. The time is apt 
for businesses to explore new opportunities, strategies 
to innovate, enhance technological capabilities, equip 
workforce with modern technologies, reorient market 
strategies, keep the cash flow going, and re-emerge as a 
force to reckon with once again.

Leadership, more effectively, purpose driven leadership, 
symbolises what leaders need to do to survive and excel 
in these extraordinary times. From addressing immediate 
issues of safeguarding companies, to guiding and mentoring 
stakeholders in periods of pain, to reaching normalcy or 
new normalcy, leaders will truly be tested. Leadership 

across all levels, all regions, gender, race, position and next 
generation will have to lead by example.

Technology will be the key enabler for making smart moves, 
more specifically, digital technology will be a game changer 
across all levels. It is extremely vital for the entire exhibition 
industry to understand the impact that ‘digital technology’ 
will have on exhibitions. However, finding success through 
digital is not automatic, it is essential for stakeholders to 
understand the enhanced value proposition possibilities 
that it brings. It is also important to understand the right 
areas where ‘value creation’ is possible – either a new value 
creation or enhancement of an existing value.

Community, and enhanced connection with community will 
pay rich dividends. While the “connect with community” 
has always been present, only few organizations followed 
it in true spirit. I feel that this is an area where there is 
tremendous scope for our exhibition industry to strengthen 
itself further. In my opinion, “connect with community” 
is essential, whether it is industry sectors, or specific 
geographical areas or any part of society. This needs to be 
very much a part of our purpose. When this connection is 
stronger and deeper, our survival, revival and success will 
follow certainly.

UFI has played a scintillating role in developing the 
exhibition industry by working collaboratively with various 
international associations and making it a turf for promoting 
various sectors. I am glad to continue the endeavour to 
make global exhibition industry more vibrant and strong.

Looking at 2021, we have an unparalleled challenge before 
us, let us rise together, and let us win together!

Best regards,

Anbu Varathan, 
UFI President

MESSAGE OF THE NEW 
UFI PRESIDENT 
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Poultec
experts in poultry technology

www.poultec.netinfo@poultec.net
+32 3226 9852+32 3226 9850

Belgium - Antwerp
Imad@poultec.net+961 3 824 605

Middle East - Mr. Imad Haddad

Poultec N.V. emerge different markets 
from 25 years of experience in the 
design and execution of poultry 
projects on 3 continents to develop a 
unique and complete concept in 
poultry turnkey industry.

Types of Houses we supply:

• Prefabricated houses 
• Grand Parents Stock 
• Broiler and layers Breeder Farms 
• Broiler in Cages and on the floor
• Layer in Cages and on the floor
• Turkeys and Ducks 

www.saudiairshow.aero

Join the leaders in the aerospace industry

2nd Edition

Aviation, Aerospace and Space

Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Under the Patronage of His Royal Highness
Prince SULTAN BIN SALMAN BIN ABDULAZIZ AL SAUD

Chairman of the Saudi Space Commission
Founder and Chairman of Saudi Aviation Club
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Matching genetics to market 
requirements

Hubbard has a longstanding experience 
in breeding, developing and marketing 
breeding stock for both conventional 
and alternative markets.

 Hubbard provides solutions that focus 
on the economic performance, health 
and well-being of breeding stock.

Hubbard offers a wide range of products 
ranging from conventional cost-
efficient broilers to slow(er) growing 
Premium chickens delivering efficient, 
healthy, robust, high-quality and tasty 
chicken meat for the world’s growing 

population.

R&D is our key to success

Selection for the best feed efficiency 
has been general practice within 
Hubbard for many years, proven by the 
actual performance of our products, 
being recognised among the most 
efficient products in the field. Hatching 
egg numbers, a balanced egg weight 
curve, good egg shell quality, and high 
percentage of hatch are key traits 
of Hubbard’s breeder lines. All our 
products are selected for robustness 
and the ability to perform under a 
variety of environments and our R&D 
also focuses on selection for better 
breast, legs, total meat yields and meat 
quality.

Hubbard Conventional – Efficiency 
Plus

In 2018 Hubbard launched a new 
conventional female breeder, the 
Hubbard Efficiency Plus. It is the 

result of long-term research 
and development strategy 

initiated several years ago. 
The Hubbard Efficiency Plus 
represents a perfect blend of 
advanced breeder and broiler 
performance. Customers 
benefit from high egg and 
chick numbers, robust broiler 

growth rate with good health, 
and a high output of good quality 

saleable meat. It also adapts well 
to climatic and nutritional challenges. 

Especially in hot(ter) climate regions the 
Hubbard products are gaining market 
share because of its excellent breeder 
performances, fast broiler growth and 
good FCR.

Hubbard Premium

Hubbard is global leader in Premium 
markets all around the 
world and its products are 

accredited by many different quality 
programs and schemes. With its colour 
differentiation, slow(er) growth and 
excellent robustness the Hubbard 
Premium product range covers not 
only the needs for the high-end 
quality chicken meat markets but is 
increasingly used as an alternative 
to conventional broiler growing as a 
response to societal pressure focussing 
on high animal welfare and major 
reduction in antibiotics usage.

Global presence

With presence in almost 100 countries 
support by dedicated teams involved in 
R&D, Production, Technical Service and 
Sales & Marketing, Hubbard delivers 
high quality genetic solutions to broiler 
breeder customers around the world. 

Attending the first edition of the Saudi 
Agriculture Exhibition was a matter of 
course for us. The event allowed us to 
meet the regional poultry industry and 
exchange on our products and their 
performances. We look forward to 
participating in this growing exhibition 
again, to discussing our latest 
developments and taking the pulse of 
a very dynamic poultry market.

More information

The different Hubbard products are 
available directly from the Hubbard 
production facilities or through 
Hubbard’s network of preferred 
Grandparent Distributors throughout 
the World.

Please contact your local distributor 
or agent or alternatively your Hubbard 
representative or send an email to: 
contact.emea@hubbardbreeders.com

www.hubbardbreeders.com

HUBBARD CONVENTIONAL 
AND PREMIUM 
YOUR CHOICE, OUR COMMITMENT

CUSTOMER PAGES
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THE FIRST 
UFI – EMS PROGRAMME: 
SIGNIFICANT ATTENDANCE 
FROM REC 

OPINIONS 

Mohammed Al HADLAQ

“A very great experience that gave me 
a lot of knowledge and experience in 
the exhibition and conference sector. 
In a short span of time, I have enjoyed 
networking with many industry leaders 
from around the world. I think I’ve 
gained a lot of experience and formed 
relationships with great people in 
the exhibition industry. It is a strong 
challenge and a wonderful adventure 
as I became involved with industry 
experts and leading companies in the 
exhibition industry at the beginning 
of my journey into the world of 
exhibitions and conferences, and my 
short experience as I am the youngest 
member. As I am struck by the positive 
effect observed after the session, I 
benefited a lot. It was a great pleasure 
to join the course.”

UFI, The Exhibition Management School and MBB Consulting launched on September 28, 2020, the first 
specialized online training programme covering a wide range of relevant exhibition industry topic, 

delivered by a faculty of experts. 

The curriculum, tailored to middle and senior representatives from the exhibition industry was developed hand in 
hand with the UFI community, making it the most adapted programme designed by exhibition top experts for the 
advantage of exhibition organisers.

Few REC’s staff members who attended the courses successfully have appressed their appreciations. 

MSHARI ALKUWAIFLIE 

‘’REC has always taken a keen initiative 
when it comes to adding value to its’ 
employees.

I was honored to be nominated to 
join the UFI Exhibition Management 
School (UFI-EMS), which provides the 
opportunity to bring together, and to 
support, the current and the future 
talent of the global exhibition industry 
and to be able deliver meaningful 
events that are fundamental to regional 
and the global economy.

The combination of interactive, 
discussions and team workshops that 
we had in the course enabled us to 
investigate issues, develop solutions 
and evaluate practical potential 
situations.

It was a fantastic journey and great 
experience for me to be able to learn 
from professional expertise in a such 
multicultural exhibitions environment 
where we shared knowledge and 
created memories’’.

HUDA ALGHAMDI

When REC selected me among the 
group that was going to take the 
UFI-EMS course, I felt tremendous 
responsibility on me. I was scared and 
hesitant. It has been a long time since 
I joined a class of any kind. But the 
management and my team mates really 
helped me in taking the decision to join 
in, and it was a wonderful experience.

I met many people from around the 
globe. I learned something from every 
single one of them. The experiences I 
was exposed to were so rich. I loved 
the WORKOUT ROOM at the end of 

INDOOR INFO
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each lesson because of the enthusiasm 
that was shown by the participants, 
the exchange of information and the 
interaction with the instructors.

Simply it was a one of a kind experience, 
which I would love to repeat again. “

MASHAEL AL KTHERI

I gained experience and get to know 
people from different countries and 
exchange information and skills with a 
group of leaders. I didn’t think I could 
go through a UFI EMS program, but 
the result was finally amazing, as it 
shortened years of experiences for me.

The course was rich of expertise 
evidences and I benefited a lot. It was 
an enjoyable occasion, and I am happy 
with the value of progress.

Mr. Kamil Jawhari, REC Exhibitions 
Portfolio Manager who attended 
the course as well, was bestowed 
“The Golden SQM Award”, in 
recognition of his distinguished 
dynamism and brilliant contribution 
all along the session. 
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“We are new here in Saudi Arabia. This is our second time on 
Saudi Build exhibition. We got a lot of inquiries. Our stand 
always full, we came to Saudi Arabia through Saudi build 
looking for opportunities and for sure we will come again next 
year.”

Fabio Cardoso - Moca Stone

“Saudi Ceramic Company has been participating in the Saudi 
Build for 30 years, inaugurated by the Riyadh Governor. An 
outstanding attendance for the show, also a major advantage 
in this year’s edition which is the presence of exhibitors as well 
as visitors from across the Kingdom and abroad.”

Ibrahim Al Haidary - Saudi Ceramic

“We have been very pleasantly surprised by the attendance 
in the exhibition and the concurrently conference. It seems to 
be exceptionally well marketed and attended. We made a lot 
of interesting contacts and we have a lot of interesting sales 
leads as well. It’s something that we will look into very serious 
as a company. And generally, we’ve been very pleased with our 
participation in your exhibition.”

Chris LEPTOKARIDIS - Saudi Readymix Arabia

“This is a really well attended event and it’s great to see so 
many international suppliers present a great range of products, 
materials. Delighted to be there. and congratulations on the 
success of the show.”

Ian WILLIAMSON - Red Sea Development Co.

SAUDI BUILD 
2019

 Customers’ Experience with REC
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Al Hayat Center, Olaya Riyadh 11471         +966 11 200 6255   info@msksa.sa            www.msksa.com       #MSKSA

MESSAGE FROM MAXWELL STAMP KSA 
We are witnessing together with the 
population of Saudi Arabia huge economic 
reforms driven around the Vision 2030 and its 
initiatives. Led by His Majesty Crown Prince 
Mohammed this is opening Saudi Arabia to a 
prosperous and empowered future. 

“Nothing is more inspiring than to see the 
nation’s youth take hold of their destiny and 
join a prolific economic ecosystem” 
Andrew Lippett 
General Manager

• At Maxwell Stamp KSA we are harmonized to Vision 2030.
• We are driven to maximize our team of Millennial’s careers
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